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Project Title: A Temple that meets the Community’s Demand: A Case Study

of Wat Samanrattanaram

Name of the investigators: Phramaha Khwanchai Kittimedhi,Dr.

Phramaha Pornchai Sirivaro, Asst.Prof.Dr.

Abstract

In Buddhism, a temple is somehow believed to have been built for Buddhist
monks’ living, studying and practicing Dhamma whereby it only belongs to Buddhist monks
but Wat Samanratanaram has been changing into the places wherein tourist destination,
relaxation, worshiping holy things, business and various activities are obviously provided.
By virtue of the mentioned reasons, this research was purposely made to study the roles
of temples that meet certain demand of a community and then to propose the
development formation of Wat Samanratanaram. The research findings gained from the
interview and the analysis of documents were as follows:

1) Wat Samanratanaram has three significant roles as follows: 1) it supports and
promotes Pariyattidhamma Studies to Buddhist monks including laity’s Dhamma practice,
2) it somehow enhances the trades and business exchanges in the community and it also
serves as the enshrined place for worshiping, and 3) the public benefit and welfare,
establishing the hospital, development of transportation, government sectors’ aids, for
instance, are regularly advanced.

2)The development formation of Wat Samanratanaram is actively and ideally
derived from the abbot’s vision. Earlier, the temple traditionally follows the tranquility
and simplicity of the Buddhist monks” ways of life without any more interference with the
community. As a result of that vision, the temple was left as it was without any restoration.
Once modified based on the idea that a temple should be a part of the community where

the solution of internal problems of the community, job creation and income should be



provided. Furthermore, it should satisfy the need of those people who eagerly seek for
the place of relaxation, mental steadiness and Dhamma practice respectively.

3) As far as the development of the temple leading to the need of a society
is concerned, it is actively engaged itself with social networks where the temple is regarded
as the center for such an improvement starting from involvement of the surrounding
nearly community to faraway ones through the occupation including various kinds of
public welfare. Consequently, it has been giving rise to the great deal of benefit to other
community, not only the temple and surrounding ones.

In overall, the research findings clearly provided the understanding of the temple’s
development in Theravada Buddhism, Thailand and thereby servicing the ideal
development formation of ruined temples and the like to bring it back to become a

community’s temples respectively.
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A Concept of Temple that meets the Community’s Demand in Thai
Society
Phramaha Khwanchai Kittimetee (Hemprapai)*

Phramaha Pornchai Sirivaro, Asst.Prof.Dr.”

Abstract

In this article, an attempt was purposely made to study the concept of temple and its satisfaction to the community’s
need in Thai society. This research employed the documentary study and in-depth interview. From the research, it was clearly
found that the temple in Buddhism basically means the shelter of Buddhist monks where they can perform the religious ritual
and ceremonial activities. Such a temple is constructed by the laity’s faith whose understanding of the necessity of Buddhist
monks’ living life is encouraged and thereby providing the proper place which calmly suits their ways of life. At the same time,
the sustentation offered to them could be conveniently made by general people. In the present, the temple has been
developed to become the place whereby the community’s education, Buddhist monks’ formal act, religious activities and

support of a social government are also provided.

In general, the temple that provides the individual satisfaction who is expecting to gain the material prosperity in
terms of the great deal of a comfortable life is always designed to meet the mentioned requirement whereas there is some
temple which is developing in order to provide the mental satisfaction where the relaxation and mental cultivation leading the
calm and simplicity could be obtained despite of having certain construction but being without the opulent manner by which it
leads to the destruction of the nature. As regards the temple satisfying the community’s need, it must become the center of aid
where the material gains and various kinds of knowledge could be given to those in need. In addition, such a temple should be
actively developed side by side with the social progress; if a social problem is somehow caused, a temple must become the

center whereby the complete solution to the problem can be given in order to set up the peaceful society respectively.

Keywords: Temple, the Community’s Demand, Thai Society
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