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This research entitled A Critical Study of the Cultural Identity in Sustainable
Tourism in Mae Hong Son Province has three objectives: 1) to study the ideas on tourist
cultural identity, 2) to analyze the sustainable tourist cultural identity of Mae Hong
Son province, and 3) to propose the sustainable tourist cultural identity of Mae Hong
Son province. This is a qualitative research done by studying documentaries and
interview of expertise.

In the research, it was found that the ideas concerning tourist cultural
identity, if considered critically on the ground of identity, basically refer to the ethnic
group’s cultural identity where the cultural tourist places are provided through the
prioritization of the ethnic group’s culture and sustainable ecology. In this matter, two
kinds of the tourist cultural identity are found: 1) the community’s tourist cultural
identity is somehow provided through the community’s construction and
management, and 2) the state’s tourist cultural identity is provided through the state’s
public relation due to its income from such management.

In the analysis of the sustainable tourist cultural identity of Mae Hong Son
province, it was clearly shown that such the cultural tourism is presented through the
community named Pha Bong where Tai Yai’s cultural identity and a community named
Santichala’s cultural identity (Chinese Yunnan or HO) are considerably provided. Both
communities are preserved under the community whereby their harmony is brought
in by the community’s leaders by means of the above mentioned cultural value
including the establishment of the tourist features in terms of exceptional culture and
environment where things are proportionately mixed. These places have been being

supported by the government and thereby becoming the attractive places for tourists.



Furthermore, these places have been brought about the strength to the community
in terms of providing more understanding of their ethnic group’s history and belief
where they live their life in accordance with their cultural bases leading to the
community’s stabilization for creating the richness and sustainability of the tourism.
In providing the sustainable tourist cultural indicators of Mae Hong Son
province, three levels of indicator are shown as follows: the first level refers to the
physical dimension wherein its goal or value of food, dressing and shelter are the chief
cultural identities; they follow ethnic group’s ways of living life like Buddhist ways of
life; obviously, they dress in the style of tribe people. When it comes to the formation
of the cultural identity, it shows that they eat food in accordance with the food season,
dressing like tribe people, seeing temple, environment and clay-house. As far as the
sustainable tourist cultural identity in Mae Hong Son is concerned, it needs the
governments’ support where the tourist calendar and public relation are laid down
accordingly. Consequently, the ways to gain income from the cultural identity in each
tribe can be obtained, the second level refers to the mental dimension where its goal
or cultural value concerning its tradition and Buddhism is to strictly follow the existing
custom and tradition and this sustainable tourist cultural identity in Mae Hong Son
really needs the government’s support in order that such value can be sustainably,
strongly and endlessly established without changing in accordance with various
tempting values. In this regard, the community needs to be harmonized where
generosity and love are nurtured to preserve their culture, and the third level refers
to the wisdom whereby it is mainly focused on the goal or value concerning the
preservation of local wisdom, languages, plays and medicine. In this domain the
cultural identity is to conserve such plays, local languages and medical intelligences
and the formation of the tourist cultural identity is to learn the history and wisdom
concerning the ancient places and tribes’ belongings. In this matter, on the one hand,
it also needs the government’s support where education and preservation of
community’s tradition are purposely made through the systematic process in
propagation where the community’s high recognition is done, on the other hand the
community needs to study such culture where the transformation of it to generation

can be made in order to prevent the coming of fake culture.
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ABSTRACT

In this research, two objectives were purposely made: 1) to study and analyze
the cultural tourist identity of Mae Hong son province, and 2) to develop the indicators
of the sustainable cultural tourist identity of Mae Hong son province. This is a qualitative
research done by the documentary analysis, in-depth interview, non-participatory
observation and focus group. The key-informants were of fiscal and village leaders, members
of community and tourists. The physical data and community identity were collected
in order to analyze the required identity by which the sustainable cultural tourist identity
of Mae Hong son was developed and then the descriptive analysis was respectively done.

In the research, it was obviously found that the tourist cultural identity consisted
in three essential levels: 1) it refers to the physical identity where the external characteristics
manifested in man, equipments and artificial materiality, cloth and shelter, for instance,
2) it refers to the mental identity; it basically means certain motivation gained from religion
giving rise to ways of life and culture of living together, for example, alms-giving
and respecting for elderly, and 3) it embraces the intellectual identity; this is exhibited
through the materiality of certain symbolization and formative ways of life including
the internal solution of problems in the community, language and medicine, for instance.

As far as the search for the sustainable tourist cultural identity of Mae Hong son
province was concerned, three levels of indicators were set up: 1) the physical dimension;
this means sweet words, suitable dressing, community plays, orderly located shelter, clean
local food and dressing in accordance with ethnicity, 2) the mental dimension; this means
respecting for the elderly, humble manner, moral shame and moral dread, and meritorious
action in alms-giving, 3) the intellectual dimension; one speaks of native tribe language,
plays, medicine, preservation of culture and prevention of fake one, cultivation
of community morality including setting up the centre for learning the ancient sites history
and ethnicity belongings.

Keywords: the cultural identity, sustainable tourism, Mae Hong son
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