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ABSTRACT

This research aims 1) to study the policy and process of the watershed
forest conservation and restoration in Nan Province; 2) to reinforce the people
participation process in the watershed forest conservation and restoration in Nan
Province; and 3) to recommend the ways to encourage the people participation in
the watershed forest conservation and restoration in Nan Province. The research is
described as a qualitative analysis which interpreted from the In - depth Interviews of
specific individuals and from a content analysis.

The research found that:

1) The policy and the process of the watershed forest conservation and
restoration proceeded by the government sector is effective and has covered on all
policies and strategies. They have a clear plan and job descriptions; can strictly
enforce the law following the policy “Recover the forest toward the sustainable
development”. They also established a center of the watershed forest restoration
and a base of restoration control where the officers work on. The center and the
base aims to make the people realize on the importance of watershed forest
conservation and restoration. Nowadays the government has surveyed the people’s
area tenancy in order to prevent the intrusion on natural resources and environment.
The government also promotes the economic based on the suitable natural resource
usage, the social equality on forest dependency, the people participation process in
the watershed forest conservation and restoration since deciding the policy and
emphasizing on the communication participation. For examples: The government
provides the workshops for the people, persuades them to join the forest planting
activity, and permits them to manage their own natural resources.

2) For reinforcing the people participation process in the watershed forest
conservation and restoration in Nan Province, its process are composed of 6 stages as

followings:



2.1) Provides the information and makes the public relations to the
people including the youth though online medias in order to make them realize on
the importance of the watershed forest benefits and increase their discussion skills
on exchanging the ideas about the watershed forest conservation.

2.2) Offers the channels to admit the people’s opinions by
organizing the seminars, hence the government can know the problems and the ways
to conserve and restore the watershed forest together getting their participation by
the peaceful means. Finally, the government can offer the solutions in holistic view.

2.3) Provides the consultation and build the working network of the
government and business sectors in order to develop the sustainability based on the
ideas from the stage 2.

2.4) Make a plan and specify the conservation and restoration
measures based on the community participation in order that the people can join in
the new forest protection and offer the ideas on the ways to conserve and restore
the watershed forest.

2.6) Emphasize on the people collaboration by creating the chances
for them to practice, learn, and reinforce on the process of the conservation and
restoration. They should adapt themselves fitting to the forest; mix the knowledge
between the new modern technology and the local wisdom for their working.

2.7) Provides the people collaboration on monitoring and area
developing in order to seriously reach the real community. Besides, clearly and
suitably makes the short, the middle, and the long term plans. Keeps on the
assessment for helping the gsovernment revise and improve the plan according to the
updated situations.

3) The recommendations about the ways to encourage the people
participation in the watershed forest conservation and restoration in Nan Province are
starting with trying to understand the people, increasing their knowledge about the
forest benefits, providing them the methods to live with the forest happily and
sustainably, and emphasizing on knowledge building based on the true natural
resources. Therefore, the government can provide the systematic mechanism and
effective practice which derives from the ideas exchange between the government
sector and the civil sector such as the belief on forest ghost keeper and the forest
deva which are the good strategies to keep the forest through the local ceremonies

based on cultural ecology.
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