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ABSTRACT

This research has three objectives: 1) to study the history and
characteristics of Buddhist arts of Buddha statues in Thai society 2) to study the
concepts and value and analysis of important Buddha statues along with
development of Buddhism in Thai society. The sample population used for this
research includes 17 people such as abbots, community leaders, religious scholars,
experts on history of Buddhist arts and devotees who come to pay respect the
statues. Research tool was in-depth-interview.

The result found that;

1. History and Characters of important Buddha statues. 1) Luang Phor
Sothorn was not built in Chachoengsao, but it was built by Lanchang or Laos style. In
beginning, the statue was made from bronze but later it was covered by concrete to
enlarge the statues' size. It means that the real statue was inside. Therefore, the
statue looks like made from concrete and then covered with gold leaves to give a
divine looks, the face of statue is like Lanna style. According to history, they were
made in Lanchang and Lanna period. 2) Luang Phor Wat Raikhing, according to the
record, it was brought from ancient city (Ayutthaya). The characteristics of Buddha
statue was win over enemy posture; it was made from bronze, Chiangsan style. Some
has suggested that the statue was built by Lanna and Lanchang crafts.  3)  Luang
Phor Wat Bangpli Yai, This is the one of three statues that came floating by
Chaophaya River. People took the statue up at Klong Samrong, kept him inside Vihara,

later keep in Uposatha Hall as the main of temple. Statue's style was Sukhothai arts



with the gesture of Subduing Mara posture (Sadungmara) 4) Luang Phor Wat Banlam,
This statue was made from bronze with standing and carrying alms bowl posture on
the base. This is 170 meters in high. The character of statue is like the last Sukhothai
and the previous Ayutthaya period. Statue's head has special character from another
statue with a beautiful face of a male angel with movable hands and arms. Statue
has no shoes. This is a style of Ayutthaya arts with the statue keep wearing clothes. It
is called Bodhisattava in Ayutthaya period, and the head of statue is like flame, that is
similar to Sukhothai statue style, the upper robe (Sanghati) was open up and reaches
to the lap, and the base of statue is made of lotus flowers to place statue's feet. The
craftsman made 12 corners of the base of statue like pogoda base (Chedi). The
lowest level of the base of statue is decorated with the beautiful lion feet.

2. Concepts and Values found that most of statues were secret. They have
been helping devotees to get success in the lives and fulfilling wishes. This is the
reason that people like to come and pay respect to the important Buddha statues.
This kind of belief is against Buddha's teaching. Buddha taught his disciples to follow
the Buddhist principles. He taught us the way to get out from suffering, Buddhist have
to cross the reasonable belief, should consider things with pure wisdom. From
beginning they may need the wisdom of Buddha as a g¢ood friend but later they have
to stand by themselves.

3. Analysis of Influence of important Buddha statues with Buddhist
development in Thai society. It was found that Buddha statues were the replica of
the real Buddha. It can make people remember all His quality and teaching. It made
people to follow his preaching in daily life. It made them spend their lives with
fundamental wisdom and understanding the things reasonably. They know how to
solve the problems with wisdom and mindfulness. This is known as the mind
development. After that they can upgrade themselves with insight meditation
through the way of eliminating all of suffering. The important statues are the symbols
of the provinces. They are the replicas of the Buddha who has very high values for
developing the mind for all Buddhists. Buddha statues are the beginning of tradition
and culture for Thais from birth to die. These are the symbols of Buddhism. People
who built the statues have hidden some philosophy and Buddha's teaching. When
Buddhist remember the Buddha as the great master and He is the symbol of a man

who teach to get rid of the suffering. That is the main principle of Buddhism.

Keywords: Important Buddha Statue, Concepts, Value, Influence, Thai society.
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