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Abstract

The objectives of this research is to study the development and thoughts
of the groups of people’s politics, to study the movement of the groups, and to
study guidelines for the development of people’s politics to self-management of
local communities. Population and samples are twenty-five people from 1) Political
groups, United Front of Democracy Against Dictatorship - Phayao and Phayao People
Council, 2) groups of local administration organizations (LAO), who are Thai Local
Club, a group of Chief Executive of Municipality, Chief Executive of Subdistrict
Administration Organization, and Association of Subdistrict Headman and Village
Headman, and 3) civil society groups, who are the Network of Phayao Sang Ban Pang
Muang, Puang Phaya Payao Institute, and Phayao Woman Network. The study site is
Phayao Province.

It is found that political groups in Phayao Province are groups of people’s
politics, local groups, LAO, and civil society groups. The characteristics of the groups
are gathering of more than two people with operational objectives, continuous
activities, and sharing mutual benefits. The role of each group is a representative of
group’s benefits. Another role is to make a social change. It is temporary gathering of
a benefit group for demanding something. After gathering several times, it is
developed to an institution with structure, mechanisms, and activities for demanding
the benefits of societies in Phayao and the country.

The political participation of the groups of people’s politics is promoting
people’s participation in democratic society. They also check the work of state
agencies by working as a middle organization to receive people’s complains and
submit to relevant agencies.

The groups use different ways to promote people’s participation. For
examples, establishing a political organization or group, educating people about
politics and democracy, rally to exercise political power, collaboration with partners
to organize activities for public benefits of communities, negotiation with policy-

making agencies, strengthening community based organizations, managing knowledge



systems of local communities, managing the network systems for local
communication, and making space for learning and exchange of people.

The tactics for the movement of the groups are symbolic expression, rally,
listing the demands, promoting woman’s roles in local development, and dialogue
for solutions.

The guideline for the development of people’s politics to self-
management of local communities is promoting political culture in a creative way.
Family and educational institution play important roles in education about politics.
The two institutions are also important for educating children and youth about
morality and ethics. This will make everyone has good awareness to family,
community, and society. It will also make them understand about their political
roles. More importantly, people have to participate in the development processes of
local communities. It is development based on the community’s needs and

problems.

Keyword: People’s Politics, Political Group, Political Movement
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“ Graham Wootton, Interest Groups, (Prentice-Hall, Inc.: Engle-Wood Cliffs, N.J., 1970),
p.1-2.
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