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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this research is to study the Buddhist fine art, and the
Buddhist fine art conservation at the royal temples of Chiang Rai province; and to
study the ways in which to promote the conservation of these Buddhist fine artworks
in the temples throughout Chiang Rai province. The researcher intention was to
conduct the research at three royal temples, namely; Wat Phra Kaew, Wat Phra Sing,
and Wat Chet Yot, which are located within the Chiang Rai city municipality. The
population used included: abbots, abbots’ representatives, historians, archaeolosgists,
Chiang Rai artists, and the general public. The findings of the study were as follows:

The Buddhist fine art at the royal temples in Chiang Rai province which
mainly consists of sculptures and wood carvings which form part of the royal
temples’ architecture. It was found that the significance and the meaning of these
artworks have not been sufficiently explained and presented to the public. As well as
artistic features inherent in the architecture there are sculptures in bronze and gold,
many Buddha images and stucco sculptures. The paintings are all murals; intricate
and finely detailed. Most of the architecture and artworks within the temples are in
the Lanna style. out how Buddhist fine artworks throughout the royal temples were
conserved. It was found that there were three ways in which conservation of the
artworks and an understanding of their significance can be made apparent; firstly
through the presence of monks onsite and the continued use of the temples as
places for Buddhist activity within the community; secondly, by having a museum for
conserving donated Buddhist fine artworks which are not part of the temple
architecture, and ; thirdly, by the conservation and presentation of knowledge

through brochures and leaflets, and through the temples' websites.



And suggestions or guidelines to promote the conservation of Buddhist fine
art at the three royal temples was promoted throughout Chiangrai Province. Overall it
was found that the Chiang Rai artists, the archaeologists, the historians and the
general public all agreed on the following: (1) Each temple should have a museum
for collecting Buddhist fine art, both old and new, for those who are interested in
seeing and learning about local Buddhist artworks and artefacts. (2) Each temple
should have staff onsite to give information to tourists and other people interested in
acquiring more detailed information about Buddhist artworks within the temple
grounds beyond that which is provided on signs and in brochures written in Thai and
English. (3) Each temple should make use of the latest technology to provide further

information such as OR codes, etc., in a format that can easily be accessed.
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Abstract

The purpose of this research is for studying the Buddhist fine art, the
Buddhist fine art conservation and at the royal monastery of Chiang Rai province, and
studying the way in which to promote the conservation of Buddhist fine art in royal
monasteries in Chiang Rai province. The researcher has conducted the research for
the intended purpose as the three royal monasteries target groups are Wat Phra Kaew,
Wat Phra Sing, and Wat Chet Yot, which located in Chiang Rai city municipality.
Population used include: abbots, abbots’ representatives, historians, archaeologists,
Chiang Rai artists, and the general public. The findings of the study were as follows:

First objective to study the Buddhist fine art in royal monasteries in Chiang
Rai province as a whole is mainly sculptures are wood carvings which are embedded
in the royal monasteries’ architectures. But no one has taken the meanings of these
sculptures out to the public, followed by sculptures of bronze golden casting types are
many Buddha images and stucco sculptures respectively, for the paintings are all
murals, but having different tricky and fineness, for the architecture Buddhist arts,
most of them are almost Lanna architecture.

Second objective for the conservation of Buddhist fine art of the royal
monasteries, in Chiang Rai, by overall is the monasteries have preserved the Buddhist
fine arts in three aspects, namely the conservation in the nature of architectures are the
residences of the monks, the conservation by establishing as the museum for showing
of Buddhist fine art which are non-architecture and conserving by making brochures,
leaflets, web sites of the monasteries.

Third objective to study the way in which to promote the conservation of
Buddhist fine art in royal monasteries in Chiang Rai province, overall finding that the
Chiang Rai artists, the archaeologists, the historians and the general public have three
consistent opinions: (1) Each monastery should have a museum for collecting of
Buddhist fine art, both old and new were presented in the monastery for those who are
interested in learning to the learning resources, local knowledge, (2) each monastery
should have a staff for serving some information to visitors and those who interested
in learning, beyond the History Labels, brochures that can communicate in both
Thailand and English, all the best and (3) each monastery should use the technology
for more serving some information such as QR codes, etc., according to the current
era is the information technology era that veryone can access the data easily.

Keywords: Conservation and dissemination, Buddhist arts, antiquities,
archaeological site, Temple of the Royal Monastery,
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