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ABSTRACT

This academic work for servicing society was implemented through the
following objectives and stages: (1) Studying problems of village community meeting
through in-depth people’s participation for transparency in local development in the
area of Tambon Krasobe, Muang District, Ubon Ratchathani Province; (2) Bringing the
results of studying problems of village community meeting to take action with the
people’s participation in information survey, analysis, problem identification and
project implementation and extension; ( 3) Applying the knowledge from
implementation in village community meeting for planning programs and projects at
the village and Tambon levels.

The results of this academic work for servicing society are as the following:

1. The results of studying problems of village community meeting:

The results show that the projects approved in the community meeting
were mainly infrastructure development. A project of organic fertilizer was proposed
but not approved. The significant problem found in the community meeting is that the
decision for approval is made just once on the same day without people’s participation

in in-depth study on cost-benefit before the approval.



2. Bringing the problems found in village community meeting to take action:

In meeting with village committee, the significant problem of villagers is
indebtedness from the expense on chemical fertilizer. The government provided a
machine for compressing grains of organic fertilizer. However, the machine has never
been used in the village. Though the machines were used in some villages, the quality
of the fertilizer was poor and the villagers turned back to use chemical fertilizer. Organic
fertilizer project, thus, has not been approved in the community meeting.

With people’s participation in community survey on problem and need
identification, community potentials, experiences and resources, four components
have been found: Strengths are the unity among the village committee and the people
and their readiness to change for the better; Weaknesses are that the potentials of the
people have neither been used nor developed in the approved community projects;
Threats are the conditions of indebtedness of the people on investment in agriculture,
Opportunities are the utilization of people’s potentials and local resources especially
in agricultural sector to relieve themselves from the conditions of indebtedness.

In seeking approaches in utilization of people’s potentials and local
resources, with the cooperation of village committee, a seminar on organic farming for
self-reliance among villagers was arranged. Before the seminar took place, vegetable
growing using vermicomposting, organic fertilizer composed from earthworm, was
experimented. Result of the experiment was introduced in the seminar. Almost all of
the participants are in debt from the expense on chemical fertilizer. In addition,
chemical fertilizer businesses have been deep-rooted in the village revolving fund and
the community cooperative. The participants unanimously agreed to have a project on
experimenting organic farming by selecting families for experimentation and extension
in the community and nearby villages.

For project implementation and follow-up, representatives of the
community participated in the focus group on vermicomposting and brought the
knowledge to share with other families in experimenting organic rice farming, vegetable
and fruit growing. The result of experimentation innovates a mixture of
vermicomposting and monosodium glutamate (8:1) that made the soil loose with

combination of clay and ecological change. The information has been exchanged



among the families growing farm plants, fruits and vegetables in the community and
other villages. It was found that vermicomposting yielded more and better products
with less investment cost than chemical fertilizer. An essential element of organic
farming is the faith and patience of the people in continuous follow up.

3. Organizing a seminar on community meeting and organic farming
development: The sections of Political Science and Public Administration,
Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University, Ubon Ratchathani Campus with the
cooperation of village committee organized the seminar. The participants included
village committee, villagers, students and lecturers. The assessment of the output of
community meeting and organic farming experimentation that the university and the
village cooperated showed that the villagers and the students were satisfied at the
highest level in the participation of the people in community meeting and organic
farming experiment. However, the lowest level of satisfaction was on the condition of
indebtedness of villagers that need to be structurally solved depending on the
government policy in decreasing chemical fertilizer and promoting organic farming.
However, the villagers have attained more confidence in proposing organic farming

project in community meetings with the government sector in the future.
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¢ BAUHR, M. and GRIMES, M., WHAT IS GOVERNMENT TRANSPARENCY,New Measures
and Relevance for Quality of Government, WORKING PAPER SERIES 2012:16 , QOG THE QUALITY
OF GOVERNMENT INSTITUTE , Department of Political Science , University of Gothenburg , Box 711,
SE 405 30 GOTEBORG , December 2012 , ISSN 1653-891, p.4
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§1u1a (empowerment) luuFunil mnefenislilenmaussssuiioguevey (marginalized)

o
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wazn1sHNaUTY (Lyons et al, 2001)
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fannaszdurziilugisnisdndulanniesaedilesuu (Bottom-up approach) (Nampila,

2005)
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®¢ Wasilwa, Caleb, Effect of Community Participation on Sustainability of
Community Based DevelopmentProjects in Kenya, https://www. linkedin. com/ pulse/ effect-

community-participation-sustainability-based-calebwasilwa, 2015.
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down decision-making) Ineuszanvuduiilesdsausduiiunisuaz sulslen Jagnuesindu
nszuaunslineliinUszansualunisnazussgnisiaun gty faewe l guauguunis
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WaENITESNUINNTINVOWIBIDU (Local creativity and innovation)

N3N URUUT AU (Participatory planning) LUUNSEUIUA TIPS
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nAUsEENIU (People’s participation) danusuiinseunsiageuls (accountability) wagiin
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lunszurunisdanisninensseauguvuluwaning (Africa’s community-
based natural resource management) (CBNRM) lalinudndnysiafidrusiuvasguyu Ing
Ssunaviosiuilaudesesssrneusudunmsairondsliviesdunamils (Local empowerment
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wazUszmdnulanelininnisysuuganshiuinisvessgituiaziiuluimeainusuiinveu
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WlauukuuLazlassnsUUAUR JansiidusriudmnaiulifindAgyvessssuifvia 910
UsgaunisallunangUseimanudn Wagugulasunisiaundnoninlvfianusviiageu
(responsibility) kazdnsnvaumengnuiy (legally secured rights) lun1sdanismsnensun
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209HAARIQNVRIYNYY (Trials and errors) na1elATINIslaUsEAUNAA1TY (success) dana
n3gny (impact) Wauinidilugnisusuuleuig nguuny wagnseuianIalunisinnig
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nszvIumamarisaesiuausinluanududines (Community ownership) ninens
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seiilaUszansluiestudnluiiduson Malugrugdsnfiinsuaglininens mnudiu
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(Tagarirofa J. and Chazovachii B., 2013) ﬂ’lﬁ%ﬂfﬁf&lqﬂizmﬁﬁaﬂizLﬁu
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nguwlnuune (Focus group discussions) kazn1shiuuuaauni (questionnaires) 1w
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Descriptive Statistics

N Minimum |Maximum | Mean Std. Deviation
Uszynnumyinu 21 3.00 5.00| 4.0000 48038
\NYRTOUNIE 27 2.00 5.00 4.0000 13380
an nlgilasenis 27 3.00 5.00f 3.9630 .15862
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N153ldIUTIY 27 3.00 5.00|  4.1481 60152
AYIIU 27 3.13 5.00 3.9352 .39585
alid N (listwise) 27
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Descriptive Statistics

Minimum [Maximum [ Mean Std. Deviation
Uszynnumynu 20 3.00 5.00| 4.2000 61559
\NYRTEUNIE 20 3.00 5.00 4.3000 .65695
anmdgilasinis 20 3.00 500| 3.3500 67082
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oy 20 2.00 500|  2.8500 87509
wmaAdamni 20 2.00 5.00| 3.0500 1.05006
NSNAADINEATOUNTE 20 3.00 5.00| 4.5000 60698
N133EIUTIY 20 4.00 5.00|  4.8500 36635
AEIIY 20 3.38 4.88 3.8625 39715
alid N (listwise) 20
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ABSTRACT

This academic work for servicing society was implemented through the
following objectives: 1) Studying problems of village community meeting in
TambonKrasobe, Muang District, Ubonratchathani Province; 2) Bringing problems found
in studying village community meeting to take action through people’s participation; 3)
Extending the knowledge acquired from village community meeting to other
communities at village and sub-district levels. Implementation of the three stages was
based on asset-based community development introduced by ABCD Institute.

The results of this academic work for servicing society are as the following:

1. The former village community meetings allowed the people to propose
the projects and vote by raising hands in one round. The people, therefore, lacked
opportunity for in-depth information study of the projects before voting. Projects
passed the voting were mainly infrastructure development contracted by outsiders
without people’s participation in implementation. Such process has affected the

transparency of the projects.
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2. The problems found in the process of village community meetings were
discussed with the village committee and together with the people made in-depth
survey. It was found that threats being faced by the people were the indebtedness
partly caused by chemical fertilizer investment in agriculture. It was also found that the
community has potentials and resources to cooperate with external agencies in organic
farming. The community then organized a seminar on organic farming and tried out rice
farming by using earthworm vermicompost. The mixture of vermicompost and
monosodium glutamate was innovatively found and helped improving rice produce,
soil quality and environment better than chemical fertilizer. In addition, the results
were extended in horticulture and other farm crops.

3. The results of organic farming trials were extended to other villages. A
seminar on village community meeting was organized and found that the people’s
highest satisfaction was the participation of the people in the trials. Information of the
trials was transparently opened and shared that made the people feel confident in
bringing the results of the trials to mobilize support in organic farming project in village

community meeting with related agencies.

Keywords: village community; in-depth participation; transparency; local development
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