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Abstract

Research title: Criminal Punishments and Measures Relating to Offences of
Buddhist Monk and Novice Impersonation

In the current Thai society, many kinds of media usually present the news
about Buddhist monk and novice impersonation. Sometimes, this kind of
impersonation is called “fake monk”, a person who does not ordinate legally but
always wears a Buddhist monk robe in order to solicit cash donations from Thais and
foreigners. This illegal action is considered to be a kind of Buddhism defamation. The
fake monk behavior destroys people’s Buddhist faith and defames Thai Sangha and
Buddhism reputation.

According to Thai criminal law, the criminal punishments are determined in
tems of Buddhist monk and novice impersonation in the criminal code (section 208)
and in The Sangha Act B.E.2505 edited by Sangha Act (issue 2) B.E. 2535. However,
there are many fake monks in Thai society benefiting from money donation. It is
because this kind of illegal action regards as misdemeanor. So, many people are not
afraid of punishments and continue to commit this crime. Therefore, the new legal
punishments and measures, which are suitable for social context and current events,
should be determined in order to get rid of Buddhist monk and novice impersonation.

Major research findings indicated that according to the criminal code
(section 208), the offences can be divided in to 5 cases.

1. The offences are committed by persons to make people believe that
they are Buddhist monks. These persons do not ordain legally to be Buddhist monk
or novice through the code of monastic discipline and related laws (fake monk and
novice) but they wear Buddhist monk robe or use Buddhist monk symbols such as
monk robe, monk's alms-bowl, and monk’s bag .

2. The offences are committed by Buddhist monks. These monks always

break monastic discipline and they are sentenced to leave the Buddhist monkhood.



Although they are not Buddhist monks, they still wear monk robe to make people
believe that they are still the Buddhist monks.

3. The offences are committed by Buddhist monks who are accused to
commit criminal crime according to section 29 of Sangha Act B.E. 2505 edited by
Sangha Act (issue 2) B.E. 2535. They leaved the Buddhist monkhood but still wear
monk robe without ordination to make people believe that they are still the
Buddhist monks.

4. Offences are committed by monks who are not appointed as Buddhist
preceptor through the rules of Sangha Supreme Council issue 17 B.E.2536. The new
monk, ordained by the fake Buddhist preceptor, can not become the rightful
Buddhist monk. The non-appointed Buddhist preceptor is considered to be guilty in
terms of Buddhist monk impersonation.

5. Offences are committed by persons who were sentenced to leave their
Buddhist monkhood. In this case, there is no exception for rulings through section 28
of Sangha Act B.E.2505 edited by Sangha Act (issue 2) B.E. 2535. Concealing the truth
or lying the Buddhist preceptor during the ordination, these persons are considered
guilty.

These mentioned issues are regarded as extremely urgent problems. There
are many people commit this kind of crime in Thai society to gain huge profit for
themselves. The criminal measures and punishments should be increased such as
being fined as well as imprisoned. The Criminal Code section 208 and punishments
determined in Sangha Act B.E.2505 edited by Sangha Act (issue 2) B.E. 2535 should be
edited in order to protect Buddhism in Thailand.
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