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ABSTRACT

The aim of this research is to analyze the Buddha-dhamma principles
existing in scriptures on Life of the Buddha written in Isarn northeastern Dhamma
characters. It is a qualitative research with descriptive analysis in Buddhism
philosophy. This documentary research is studied through primary and secondary
documents as the following: The primary documents include bound books, Jiang
book, Bookdisingenuously, Isarn Dhamma characters on palm leaves and pulp of
trees and Thai characters in Ayutthaya period on the scriptures of Life of the Buddha;
The secondary documents are the related and reliable researches published by
researchers in various documents including textbooks, reference books, articles and
other technical paperwork.

This study found that the values of the scriptures on Life of the Buddha in
Isarn Dhamma characters including Buddha’s biography, Dhamma principles have
been applied and used in present Thai Isarn society such as making marriage
proposals and marriage culture. The origin and cause of the royal family and the Life
of the Buddha were inscribed by Isarn intellectuals in 31 sets of palm leaf
bookbinding. There are 29 sets of bookbinding for the scriptures on Life of the
Buddha written by Somdet Pramaha Samanachao Krom Praparamanuchit Chinorot.
Other scriptures on Life of the Buddha are all closely related and similar. In
comparison, the Somdet’s scriptures on Life of the Buddha and of the lIsarn
intellectuals are partly similar and partly different and the chapters are differently put
in order. However, the structure and the content are similar. It can be analyzed that

both scriptures on Life of the Buddha are mainly similar and the contents are the



same. This includes the Buddha’s biography from Indra, Brahma, the four keepers of
the world and angels for universe governance invoking Vessantara from Dusit’s divine
for an advent to be Siddhartha Raj Kumar in humankind and became Buddha to
release all animals, mankind and the great merit divines from all passions which are
the roots of evil including lust, hate and ignorance.

The study found that the history of Dhamma principles existing in the
scriptures on Life of the Buddha can be divided in 3 groups: 1) The primary document
refers to the scriptures on Life of the Buddha inscribed on palm leaves with local
characters and dialects. For example, Isan characters use the word Suanghuea for
boat-racing and Laen-seng-kan for race in running but central Thai says Khaeng-ruea
and Wing-khaeng-kan accordingly. Both northern and Isarn dialects use the word for
drum competition as Seng-klong.; The secondary document is the central Thai
scriptures on Life of the Buddha translated from Dhamma characters in Isarn,
northwestern, Khmer, minor Thai in Lao PDR and other dialects.; The tertiary
document of the scriptures of Life of the Buddha were inscribed on palm leaves,
wood, cave walls, cliffs, pillars and other plates. Each has its own dialect and later
changed to central Thai. The detailed version of the scriptures on Life of the Buddha
can be divided into 29 chapters. Somdet Pramaha Samanachao Krom
Praparamanuchit Chinorot divided the scriptures’ contents from the Buddha’s
biography, invoking Vessantara from Dusit’s divine for an advent, the dream vision of
Sirimahamaya, the birth of Siddhartha Raj Kumar and the division of the relics. The
study in this chapter indicates the principle of counting pages of palm leaves by
mixing 8 vowels with 33 letters to represent numbers and pronunciation of numbers.
The description of the scriptures on Life of the Buddha is, thus, divided into 29
chapters. The main Dhamma principles existing in the scriptures on Life of the
Buddha are loving-kindness and compassion which are the first and the second item
in the 4 moral virtues including loving-kindness, compassion, sympathy and
equanimity. These are shown in the first chapter of the scriptures of Somdet Pramaha
Samanachao Krom Praparamanuchit Chinorot referring to the application of wedding
ceremony. The Somdet’s scripture was published at Liangchiang-chongcharoen,
Bamrungmuang road, Samranrad district, Bangkok. The year published was not
mentioned in the text. The content is on pages 55-57 saying “When Sirimahamaya
Raj Putri received the messages from Suddhodhana Raj Kumar, even they had not
seen each other before but they felt affected that was because of the mating souls in
a former existence.” Teachings mention that the affection is caused by 2 factors

including the mating souls in the past life and the present mutual benefit like gardens



of lotuses relying on water flowing into the sea of perfections (Parami 10), superior
perfections Upaparami 10, supreme perfections Paramatthaparami 10 as
Sirisamtimsaparami 30 perfections in total, 7 groups of great humankind and animals
including faith, perseverance, mindfulness, concentration and intellisence and other
Dhamma principles as mentioned above.

The benefit of this study can be maximized by applying in the following
areas: 1) In the area of policy, it is the opportunity for new researchers to extensively
propose their research projects on Buddhist scriptures; 2) The applicable principle for
leading daily life in society of all ages from kindergarten in forms of painting cartoons,
following the story of Pramahachanok, the Royal Literature of His Majesty the King, as
an invaluable model in education to be promoted.; 3) Textbooks for all levels of
education and recreation such as story-telling by using local dialects and ASEAN
languages for communication. Aesop fables should not be either overlooked as an
example of its popularity around the world. And 4) Folk-stories and comedies in local
dialects can amuse children and help them remember. Each region in Thailand has its
own dialect and culture such as leather sheet shadow play. These stories in local

dialects have been one of the most influential media.

Key Word: Pathamsomphotticatha, fair value, fair value Isan, Buddha-dhamma.
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Abstract

The aim of this research is to analyze the Buddha-dhamma principles
existing in scriptures on Life of the Buddha written in Isan northeastern Dhamma
characters. It is a qualitative research with descriptive analysis in Buddhism
philosophy. This documentary research is studied through primary and secondary
documents as the following: The primary documents include bound books, Jiang
book, Bookdisingenuously, Isan Dhamma characters on palm leaves and pulp of trees
and Thai characters in Ayutthaya period on the scriptures of Life of the Buddha; The
secondary documents are the related and reliable researches published by
researchers in various documents including textbooks, reference books, articles and
other technical paperwork.

This study found that the values of the scriptures on Life of the Buddha in
Isan Dhamma characters including Buddha’s biography, Dhamma principles have been
applied and used in present Thai Isan society such as making marriage proposals and
marriage culture. The origin and cause of the royal family and the Life of the Buddha
were inscribed by Isan intellectuals in 31 sets of palm leaf bookbinding. There are 29
sets of bookbinding for the scriptures on Life of the Buddha written by Somdet
Pramaha Samanachao Krom Praparamanuchit Chinorot. Other scriptures on Life of the
Buddha are all closely related and similar. In comparison, the Somdet’s scriptures on
Life of the Buddha and of the Isan intellectuals are partly similar and partly different
and the chapters are differently put in order. However, the structure and the content
are similar. It can be analyzed that both scriptures on Life of the Buddha are mainly
similar and the contents are the same. This includes the Buddha’s biography from
Indra, Brahma, the four keepers of the world and angels for universe governance
invoking Vessantara from Dusit’s divine for an advent to be Siddhartha Raj Kumar in
humankind and became Buddha to release all animals, mankind and the great merit
divines from all passions which are the roots of evil including lust, hate and
ignorance.

The study found that the history of Dhamma principles existing in the

scriptures on Life of the Buddha can be divided in 3 groups: 1) the primary document
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refers to the scriptures on Life of the Buddha inscribed on palm leaves with local
characters and dialects. For example, Isan characters use the word Suanghuea for
boat-racing and Laen-seng-kan for race in running but central Thai says Khaeng-ruea
and Wing-khaeng-kan accordingly. Both northern and Isan dialects use the word for
drum competition as Seng-klong.; The secondary document is the central Thai
scriptures on Life of the Buddha translated from Dhamma characters in lIsan,
northwestern, Khmer, minor Thai in Lao PDR and other dialects.; The tertiary
document of the scriptures of Life of the Buddha were inscribed on palm leaves,
wood, cave walls, cliffs, pillars and other plates. Each has its own dialect and later
changed to central Thai. The detailed version of the scriptures on Life of the Buddha
can be divided into 29 chapters. Somdet Pramaha Samanachao Krom
Praparamanuchit Chinorot divided the scriptures’ contents from the Buddha’s
biography, invoking Vessantara from Dusit’s divine for an advent, the dream vision of
Sirimahamaya, the birth of Siddhartha Raj Kumar and the division of the relics. The
study in this chapter indicates the principle of counting pages of palm leaves by
mixing 8 vowels with 33 letters to represent numbers and pronunciation of numbers.
The description of the scriptures on Life of the Buddha is, thus, divided into 29
chapters. The main Dhamma principles existing in the scriptures on Life of the
Buddha are loving-kindness and compassion which are the first and the second item
in the 4 moral virtues including loving-kindness, compassion, sympathy and
equanimity. These are shown in the first chapter of the scriptures of Somdet Pramaha
Samanachao Krom Praparamanuchit Chinorot referring to the application of wedding
ceremony.The Somdet’s scripture was published at Liangchiang-chongcharoen,
Bamrungmuang road, Samranrad district, Bangkok. The year published was not
mentioned in the text. The content is on pages 55-57 saying “When Sirimahamaya
Raj Putri received the messages from Suddhodhana Raj Kumar, even they had not
seen each other before but they felt affected that was because of the mating souls in
a former existence.” Teachings mention that the affection is caused by 2 factors
including the mating souls in the past life and the present mutual benefit like gardens
of lotuses relying on water flowing into the sea of perfections (Parami 10), superior
perfections Upaparami 10, supreme perfections Paramatthaparami 10 as
Sirisamtimsaparami 30 perfections in total, 7 groups of great humankind and animals
including faith, perseverance, mindfulness, concentration and intelligence and other
Dhamma principles as mentioned above.

The benefit of this study can be maximized by applying in the following

areas: 1) In the area of policy, it is the opportunity for new researchers to extensively
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propose their research projects on Buddhist scriptures; 2) The applicable principle for
leading daily life in society of all ages from kindergarten in forms of painting cartoons,
following the story of Pramahachanok, the Royal Literature of His Majesty the King, as
an invaluable model in education to be promoted.; 3) Textbooks for all levels of
education and recreation such as story-telling by using local dialects and ASEAN
languages for communication. Aesop fables should not be either overlooked as an
example of its popularity around the world. And 4) Folk-stories and comedies in local
dialects can amuse children and help them remember. Each region in Thailand has its
own dialect and culture such as leather sheet shadow play. These stories in local

dialects have been one of the most influential media.

Key Word: Pathamsomphotticatha, fair value, fair value Isan, Buddha-dhamma.
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