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ABSTRACT

The research studies are four objectives : 1) to analyze the cultural capital
of ethnic groups in Phetchabun Province, 2) to develop tourist products and activities
based on the cultural capital of ethnic groups in Phetchabun Province, 3) to upgrade
cultural capital and develop the quality of life of ethnic groups in Phetchabun
Province, and 4) to propose guidelines for promoting cultural tourism among ethnic
groups in Phetchabun Province. This is a mixed-methods research; documentary
research, qualitative research, and quantitative research by studying scriptures, the
research and related the documents, which collected data from ethnic group
representative questionnaires and interview with stakeholders, including the co-
practicing with ethnic groups. The research results are followings ;

1. The cultural capital analysis of ethnic groups in Phetchabun Province
was found that The cultural capital is a cultural product that affects the production of
goods and services, causing the country’s economic system to expand. It can be
divided into two types : 1) Tangible cultural capital includes various arts that come
with housing, clothing, food, utensils and tools for occupation. The most obvious
tangible cultural capital as (1) handicrafts include embroidery and (2) clothing include
Hmong shirts, Hmong hats, waistbands, skirts and silver accessories which can add
value to local materials available in the community. It helps to generate income and
stimulate the local economy, and 2) Intangible cultural capital includes values, beliefs,
language, traditions, ritual and local wisdom. Ethnic groups have cultural capital in this

type : (1) belief in sacred things, (2) belief in ghosts and ancestral spirits, (3) religious
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beliefs, (4) the Hmong New Year tradition, (5) the new rice eating tradition, and (6) the
Ua Neng ritual. Government agencies have conducted survey and categorized them
into 1) ancient sites and objects, 2) local traditions, 3) cultural products, 4) cultural
heritage, 5) local food, and 6) performing arts. However, the data is not complete.
There are some cultural capitals that have not been explored. There should be a
meeting of representatives of ethnic groups who have knowledge and expertise in
culture to further categorize, such as : lifestyle category, language category, clothing
category, etc. It provides information for tourists to make travel decisions more easily.

2. The development tourist products and activities based on the cultural
capital of ethnic groups in Phetchabun Province are a presentation of products
processed from local wisdom and tourist activities that inspire tourists. Because there
are a variety of products to choose, especially clothing products that are processed
from embroidered fabrics, with is the tradition wisdom of the Hmong ethnic groups,
with patterns based on the skills and experiences of the embroiderers. When
traditional patterns are combined to create new patterns and transformed into
clothing, it becomes even more beautiful. Tourists have chosen to buy new products,
which has increased the community’s income. In addition to selling products, another
thing that generates income is tourist activities, both short-term and long-term tourism.
Activities are developed that tourists have the opportunity to participate in order to
create new experiences, especially New Year activities that are uniquely outstanding.
Originally, only ethnic groups participated in various local games. When tourists are
given opportunity to participate in the games, they will be impressed and have fun. In
addition, they will want to come bake again.

3.The upgrading cultural capital and the development quality of life of
ethnic groups was found that Ethnic groups live in kindship and most of their
occupations are agriculture. Therefore, improving the quality of life focuses on
improving people’s quality of life, that is, they have more income and a career or
continuous employment. The upgrading cultural capital is using local cultural capital
as a tourist attraction by organizing the following activities : (1) providing knowledge
about tourism to ethnic groups; (2) brainstorming about organizing or improving tourist

attractions; (3) organizing ethnic groups to determine tourist routes. This operation is
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based on community tourism which most hill tribe areas are located on the foothills.
Many types of flowers and ornamental plants and planted, allowing tourists to visit or
travel throughout the year. Entrance fees are collected as a service fee for the area,
and tourists can purchase various products. Cultural capital based tourist activities,
whether short-term and long-term, are the most tangible and clear tool for developing
quality of life. It is very important to have a guideline for promoting tourism so that
the hill tribes can ern more income.

4. Guidelines for promoting cultural tourism among ethnic groups in
Phetchabun Province found that Tourist activities are a tool for improving the quality
of life of ethnic groups because they provide a good way of life, i.e. income regular
employment. Creating tourist attractions is therefore important. The cultural tourism
should be promoted as follows : 1) Promoting and developing the management
system to be ready for service, 2) Restoring or improving tourist attractions and tourist
activities that emphasize tourist participation, 3) Promoting and developing the
potential or personnel involved in tourism to ensure quality service, 4) Proactive public
relations and marketing, whether providing tourism information or continuous
advertising or public relations, 5) Creating a tourism co-operation network, with ethnic
communities as the main focus, and 6) Introducing tribal products to various tourist
attractions. Finally, when cultural tourism is promotes in this way, it will result in a
better quality of life for ethnic groups because they will have more income from

tourism activities.
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ABSTRACT

This research article aims to (1) analyze the cultural capital of ethnic groups, (2) develop tourism
products and activities based on the cultural capital of ethnic groups, (3) enhance cultural capital in
relation to the improvement of the quality of life of ethnic groups, and (4) propose guidelines for
promoting cultural tourism of ethnic groups. This study employs qualitative research methods, with key
informants including 60 stakeholders involved in tourism related to ethnic groups, and survey
respondents representing ethnic groups who are heads of families from three communities, with 20
people from each community, totaling 60 participants. The data collection tools include questionnaires
and in-depth interviews. Data analysis utilized descriptive statistics and content analysis. The study's
findings reveal that: 1) The cultural capital of ethnic groups consists of two types: (1) tangible cultural
capital, which includes art forms associated with housing, clothing, food, household items, and
occupational tools, clearly seen in handicrafts and clothing; (2) intangible cultural capital, which includes
values, beliefs, language, customs, and local wisdom. 2) The development of tourism products and
activities based on the cultural capital of ethnic groups presents products transformed through local
wisdom and tourism activities that inspire tourists, incorporating traditional forms to create new patterns
that are then transformed into clothing, enhancing aesthetic appeal. 3) The enhancement of cultural
capital in relation to the quality of life of ethnic groups focuses on improved living conditions, increased
income, and employment through activities such as (1) providing knowledge about tourism,
(2) brainstorming ideas for managing tourism sites, and (3) allowing ethnic groups to define tourism
routes. 4) Guidelines for promoting cultural tourism of ethnic groups include: (1) promoting management
aspects, (2) revitalizing tourism sites and activities, (3) developing the potential of tourism personnel,
(4) proactive public relations and marketing, (5) creating tourism networks, and (6) introducing tribal

products to tourist destinations.
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