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Research grant: Thailand Science Research and Innovation Fund

Abstract

The goal of this study is to examine the overall circumstances surrounding the
management issues in the Zhang River Basin, the involvement of the local community in
environmental conservation and preservation, and to develop recommendations for
maintaining the Jang River Basin environment in the Jang River Basin communities in Mae
Tha District, Lampang Province. Data has been collected through interviews with 15 Jang
Basin environmental management leaders and questionnaires distributed to 229 residents.
There are two phases to the research method: 1) Collect fundamental data from the
public about involvement in Zhang Basin environmental management, and then use
content analysis and descriptive statistics to analyze the data. 2) Use the Appreciation,
Influence, and Control (A-I-C) approach to structure the involvement process.

According to the study's findings,
1. The Zhang Basin's general environmental management conditions are-

primarily caused by four issues: 1) water scarcity for agriculture and consumption, 2)
sewage water problems, 3) drought water problems, and 4) water contamination issues
resulting from the use of agricultural chemicals. In general, there is a high level of
community involvement in environmental management in the Zhang Basin (x 3.51). This
involvement was evident in the creation of the Zhang River Basin environment
development plan. In order to preserve and conserve the water in the Zhang Basin,
government organizations, the commercial sector, and the public sector have now

addressed it methodically.



2. Involvement in conservation and management according to research on
environmental protection in the Zhang Basin, the A-I-C process has an impact on
environmental management in the region, which may be summed up as follows.

2.1) The value appreciation stage entails the community recognizing the
importance of the water in the Zhang Basin for their livelihoods, taking part in government-
assisted environmental management of the basin, and managing it in accordance with
their way of life through organic farming. This is where the idea for the Hug Nam Zhang
group came from, using integrated farming as a solution to the issue of chemical use.

2.2) The community has an awareness of environmental conservation and
preservation during the interaction stage, takes part in landscape cleanup efforts within
the Zhang River Basin corridor, launches a campaign against the use of chemicals in
agriculture, and formulates short-, medium-, and long-term plans for the Zhang River
Basin's environmental preservation.

2.3) During the control stage, the community organizes a committee to oversee
the Zhang River Basin and establishes guidelines and policies to protect the Zhang River
Basin's ecosystem upstream, downstream, and midstream.

3. Guidelines for management, conservation, and preservation of the Zhang River
Basin environment discovered that the community has established a number of guidelines
for managing, conserving, and preserving the environment in the Zhang River Basin. These
include the establishment of an environmental management committee and public
education campaigns. as well as the creation of community plans in which the community
takes part in the regulation-making process to establish rules for the preservation and

conservation of water resources.
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