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Abstract

This qualitative study aimed to 1. Analyze the creation processes of the
body of knowledge on Buddhist arts, 2. study the processes of designing Buddhist arts,
and 3. Develop Buddhist arts design and add value to the wisdom relating to Buddhist
arts in Phrae province. Research and development and action research approaches
were integrated into this study. In order to analyze the body of knowledge and
Buddhist arts design, the field study was conducted in Phrae province to collect the

data by using in-depth interview and focus group discussion.
The results were as follows.

1. The creation processes of the body of knowledge relating to Buddhist arts
in Phrae province consists of Buddhist pulpit, traditional Lanna flag, movable throne,
and wooden Buddha statues. As they have not been protected and maintained,
the majority of them are broken and damaged, particularly the traditional Lanna flag
and movable throne. Some of them have been kept hidden. Buddhist artworks are
also being rebuilt, though not in their original form. Some of them are destroyed and
replaced by the current Buddhist arts, leading to the loss of the original art value called
“Phrae Buddhist art style”. As a result, the processes of collecting and organizing the
body of knowledge on Buddhist arts are vital. Although there are many talented local
artists who can share their experiences and expose them to the public, the officers in

charge of organizing the body of knowledge remain few.



2. Buddhist art design techniques emphasize the use of wooden materials,
particularly teak, which has been considered to be good for woodworking. “Sala” is a
term used for local artist who creates Buddhist arts through experience and self-
learning, including trial and error, leading to the guildline of developing and incresing
value of Buddhist arts. The Buddhist arts of Phrae province include 1. Gilded black
lacquer and square Buddhist pulpit with sharp top consisting of base, body, and top.
The body consistes of four pillars. Its roof is decorated with small “Chofa” and “Bai
Rakha”., 2. Gilded and stained-glass traditional flags with sharp top with Naga, zodiacs,
bird, and swan patterns, 3. movable throne which similar to Buddhist pulpit consisting
of base, body, and top, and 4. Gilded and stained-glass wooden Buddha statue with

different attitudes, especially, small seated Buddha image with tall lotus base.

3. In terms of the development of Buddhist arts design in Phrae province,
it is considred to be the transfer of artistic knowledge on teak wood, leading to
Buddhist arts used as offering to Buddha. Nowadays, the design of Buddhist arts are
different depending to various factors such as social changes, prosperity of materialistic
things, technology, and communication. Customers’ needs also one of these factors
that influents the variety of Buddhist arts. Therefore, there are the development and
the increse of value of Buddhist arts such as forms and patterns. Although there is the
development of Buddhist arts, Phrae Buddhist arts also maintain its original forms,
patterns, and materials which reflect beliefs, local wisdom, cultures, and traditions.
The expetise of Sala or local artist that represents identities of Phrae province are

Buddhist pulpit, traditional flags, movable throne, and wooden Buddha statue.
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