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ABSTRACT

This research aims to study the analysis of problems and obstacles in
balancing natural resources and the environment on the basis of the Eastern
Economic Corridor (EEC) in Thailand. It employs a mixed method research approach,
combining quantitative and qualitative research methods. The study population
includes 400 residents in the Chonburi province, and 20 key informants. Data is
collected through surveys and interviews and analyzed using frequency, percentages,

averages, standard deviations, and content analysis.

The research findings indicate that the general condition of the problems
and obstacles is at a moderate level (3.31). These issues include water quality,
groundwater, and soil pollution. The causes of the problems are also at a moderate
level (3.11) and are related to waste and pollution from fishing and commercial
vessels. In-depth analysis using the SWOT model reveals strengths, such as suitable
infrastructure and government attention to environmental issues. However,
weaknesses include the degradation of natural resources and environmental
pollution, particularly water scarcity in the EEC region. Despite the opportunities for
sustainable development and improvements in agricultural production, there are also
threats due to climate change affecting natural resources and the environment. The
root cause analysis (RCA) identifies high real estate prices, top-down urban planning
without community involvement, and mismanagement of water resources in the EEC
as key causes of the problems. The TOWS Matrix Analysis suggests a proactive
approach focusing on preventive measures and addressing areas with vulnerable

ecosystems. It recommends managing and restoring crisis-prone areas affected by



chemical pollution and environmental damage, reducing carbon emissions, and
making efficient use of suitable land to support sustainable development. It
emphasizes ecosystem-based environmental management and sustainable land use

planning.
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