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Abstract

The purposes of this research were @) 1) To study the background of the
Tambalinga or Nakhon Si Thammarat kingdom, 2) To study the entry and
development of Buddhism in Nakhon Si Thammarat Province, 3) To study evidence
of influential archaeological sites and traces of the prevalence of Buddhism in
Nakhon Si Thammarat, and 4) to study the way of life of Nakhon Si Thammarat
people towards the principles related to Buddhism. It is qualitative research with
emphasis on document studies. Presenting descriptive research results.

The study found that:

1. The background of the Tambalinga or Nakhon Si Thammarat
kingdom.

The background of the kingdom of Tambalinga or Nakhon Si Thammarat
used to be an independent kingdom or city-state. It has administrative, economic,
religious and social importance to other territories in Southeast Asia. It is a famous
city at least 1,800 years ago, with archaeological evidence and other evidence to

confirm that the Tambalinga kingdom or Nakhon Si Thammarat. It was born in the



seventh century with the highest prosperity during the 17th century, so it changed
from Tambalinga to Nakhon Si Thammarat until now.

2. The entry and development of Buddhism in Nakhon Si Thammarat
Province.

According to archaeological evidence that the influence of Brahminism and
Buddhism has reached Nakhon Si Thammarat and nearby provinces. Since around
the 8th-12th century Buddhism is Mahayana sect. Later, around the 17th century
Buddhism was the center of Langkawong Buddhism. And widespread in every region,
there are many kingdoms to accept Buddhism, the Lankawong cult from Nakhon Si
Thammarat, or called Sri Thammarat Buddhism, including Sukhothai, Ayudhya, Thon
Buri and Rattanakosin Kingdom, the Tipitaka that was settled in the early
Rattanakosin period, it was based on the style of Nakhon Si Thammarat. So it can be
said that Nakhon Si Thammarat Buddhism it has an influence as a model of tradition,
tradition, and culture.

3. The evidence of influential archaeological sites and traces of the
prevalence of Buddhism in Nakhon Si Thammarat.

Archaeological and historical evidence found at this time. It has shown that
Nakhon Si  Thammarat have been influenced by language, culture, religion, art,
culture and tradition from India both directly and indirectly, things that have been
acquired was adapted to the lifestyle of the people of Nakhon Si Thammarat which
shows that Nakhon Si Thammarat people have built and inherited their culture since
ancient times with religious principles as the foundation. In addition, Brahmanism and
Buddhism have left important archaeological traces. It consists of such Sculptural
architecture, Stupa remains, Pagoda, Bodhisattva, Votive tablet, Buddha image, Shiva,
Vishnu and Ganesh, and there is also evidence that is a stone inscription, legend,

chronicles that shows the prosperity of religion.



4. The way of life of Nakhon Si Thammarat people towards the
principles related to Buddhism.

The study found that Buddhism has prospered and affected the way of life
of the people of Nakhon Si Thammarat through personal traditions such as birth,
ordination, marriage and death, and community traditions such as the tradition of
giving (Than Fai), rice stirred kgawtipis, Traditional cloth elements (Harphakhunthatu

Tradition) including the tradition of Bunsart ten month.
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