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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this research are: (1) to study Simavisodhani scriptures
including history, structure, content, grammar related to other scriptures, (2) to
transliterate Simavisodhant from Pali Burmese script into Pali Thai script, and (3) to
analyze the value of Simavisodhant scriptures dealing with disciplinary acts and the
Sangha’s functions. It was a documentary research focusing on scriptures analysis,
author’s life, its structure, grammatical content, then transliterating the said scripture
with Pali Burmese script into Thai characters and translated into Thai and after that
analyzing the value of scriptures concerning with disciplines and Sangha’s duties.

The results shown that Simavisodhani contains Sima or temple precinct
cleansing, an explaining of Sima allowed by the Buddha, that is to say, the area
accepted for Sangha’s assembly for ritual conducting such as ordination etc.
Venerable Sagarabuddhithera had composed commentary on 5 topics, i.e.,
Upasampadakamma, Kappavinasakanda, Nibbanakanda, Samasisikanda, and
Pakinnakakanda. There are two types of writing: prose (Simple statement) and verse
(Incantations) which signified his excellence on Pali language seen in his text
composition using correct nouns, verbs, and terminology based on linguistic
principles and grammar.

For its transliteration, Pali Burmese manuscript was written from left to
right. The letters are rounded. For learning the Burmese alphabet, which consists of
consonants, vowels, numbers, students have to practice writing vowels, consonants

and combinations of words, and transcribe Pali Burmese characters into Pali Thai



characters, and finally correctly translated into Thai language. For the relation
between Simavisodhani and other scriptures, the Burmese Sagarabuddhithera had
composed the Simavisodhant scriptures that are consistent to Tipitaka by bringing the
key words in Tipitaka, commentary, sub-commentaries, and Visuddhimagga to be
clearly explained in Simavisodhani scriptures. The said scripture was firstly
transliterated from Pali Burmese script into Pali Thai script, then completed the
translation into Thai language including Upasampadakamma, Kappavinasakanda,
Nibbanakanda, Samasisikanda, and Pakinnakakanda.

An analysis of its value dealing with the disciplines and Sangha’s works
was divided into; 1) an analysis of Sima or temple precincts shown that Sima is the
boundary of Sangha’s unity for necessary works. The Buddha allowed Sima and
required what the Sangha together must accomplished in the specified area only to
prevent any interfering of lay people. In Simavisodhant scripture, there are a total of
19 types of Sima , for example, Khandasima , Upacarasima , Samanasanvasasima
etc., 2) analysis of the value of disciplinary rules for Sangha was seen that the
additional rules related to Patimokkha recitation was allowed by the Buddha, for
example, Patimokkha recitation was not allowed in every day, and imposed the fine
called Dukkara for those who had broken such rule, but he allowed only once in a
month (Uposatha), and 3) analysis the value of Sangha’s works involved revealed
that the Buddha wished to transfer legitimacy order to Sangha for administration in
all Buddhist functions as well as works must be done under Sangha’s decision, that is
to say, Sangha must recognize all works called Sanghakamma which contains 4 types;
1) Apalokanakamma in which Sangha can accomplish outside the precinct, while all
of 2) Nattikamma or a motion, 3) Nattidutiyakamma, 4) Natticatutthakamma, must be
accomplished inside the precinct only. For example, an ordination is a type of
Natticatutthakamma requires the permission from Sangha inside the precinct, if
Sangha has a unanimous resolution, no Bhikkhus oppose it, that ordination will be
completely correctly. This method of ordination continues up to today and the
functions must be accomplished only inside Sima for correct discipline of Buddhist

tradition.
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